Approach

The Evangelische Gesamtschule Gelsenkirchen-Bismarck (EGG), a protestant
comprehensive school, was founded in the summ#&9@8, and is attended by approximately
by 1200 pupils. Children of different confessiongtionalities, and social background live
and learn together in the EGG. As a school operayetthe Westphalian Evangelical Church,
we are called upon to realise a special progressiveational approach, with the four letters
.F ELS* (rock) as an expression of this concept:

- As a Family School we aim at creating a familiar atmosphere, whichesaknto
account and respects the children’s and adolesgmrsonalities and needs.

. As Educational Schoolwe place an emphasis on the transfer of knowlenigiealso
want to give our pupils the courage to stand upthmir beliefs and to exercise
tolerance.

. As Life Schoolwe aim at the best possible individual support emallenge for every
child in heterogeneous groups of learning, soelaty adolescent is able to reach the
individually best possible results when leavingathand to prevent any pupil from
leaving our school without a qualification. We offell-time learning concepts and
individualized learning structures.

« As School for the Neighbourhoodwe are firmly anchored in Gelsenkirchemd
closely linked to the urban quarter of Bismarck mmany ways, forming a
multifunctional and cultural centre.

The school’'s unique and highly award-winning amttiire offers an excellent support for
these pedagogical concepts.

Family School

The EGG as aall-day schooloffers spaces, in which children and adolesceansfeel ,at
home*.

On admission, achool contractis signed, in which parents or legal guardianstaedschool
mutually agree on the education to be provided.

In our school, class teachers in classes 5-10 la@d/¢ar-counsellors in classes 11-13 are
staffed intandems and given a central role, and in all years we atmeaching as many
subjects as possible maintaining class structures.

At the beginning of the first school year (in cl&severy class moves into its owarraced
house comprising a couple of facilities and a gardeggether with its class teachers. All 5 of
these terraced houses form ti@ssroom houseThe speciaarchitecture enables the school
community to identify with its school. Pupils deatw and care for their class houses and their
surroundings, based on regular responsibilitieg. (@ass duties and rules), and pupils and
teachers regularly and democratically discuss msatitencerning their year and their house.
The teachers’ and the pupil's intensive communicatis additionally encouraged by
interdisciplinary references to class curriculumfriiee working periods and personalised
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learning sessionsas well as during the yeartyass trips

Pupils, parents, and teachers construct space iar@ tbgether as a school community.
Important elements here agersonalised learning sequencesclass-teacher-days the
project week, the yearhtrips, as well as theports-and-games meeting

School life in the EGG is unimaginable without tlneely participation of the families.
Parents give positive stimuli, e.g.workshops committeesand decision-makingoards. In
addition, parents, pupils, and teachers jointlyaorgefestivities, like the summer féte, and
the open day which is followed later in the year by the Advdmzaar and the alumni
meeting on the same day. TRérderverein (Friends of the school association) provides
indispensible support, and assists the schoolire.lguying equipment and the realisation of
special projects.

Educational School

The EGG houses and teaches pupils from differeckdraund and of varying abilities. In
their daily affairs, our pupils are taught to mtet others with openness and respect, and to
accept differences between them.

The joint learning of pupils of different religiowdenominations and beliefs amplifies this

mutual respect. Knowing about other beliefs, celebg religious feasts together, and the

dialogue between religions and culturesin lessons facilitate a greater openness that
acknowledges both common ground and differences.

It is a particular concern of ours to raise ourifsupp becomemature stakeholders in
society. Students are offered opportunities to assumenresipility in the students’ council of
their respective year, and during the regular mgstiof the school’'s student council. In
addition, students — like their parents — can baltate in different boards and committees.

Our pupils are sensitised towards awarenesgdating their environment respectfully and
for safeguarding the creation Together and with the support of their class heex; the
pupils care for their classrooms and the adjoigagiens.

Subject lessons and project teaching contributeatdsy pupils’ understanding of the
environment and of their responsibility for its fction and conservation.

At our school, children and adolescents are peeceand accepted as individualslefter of
assessmenthat informs about a student’s learning, hisadoghaviour and work habits, and
his personal development supplement the semegiaitse

Personalised learningteaches pupils that different dispositions anckrii are normal
disparities between humans, and should therefdreesalt in judgement.
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Already from year 5 onwards, classes with differémtuses are formed, e.gnclusive
classes in which pupils with common and with individuagdrning references are given
special need support by special need teachespdaial woodwind classesnterested pupils
are given a first impression of what playing artimsient means. In this, a local music school
aids the school.

Every pupil is introduced to the methods required the personalized learninglessons.
Personalized in this context means placing an emphasis on ewwrpil's individual
advancement as well as teaching basic democracy.

From year 9 onwards — after restructuring the elss the competencies gained in
personalized learning will be further developed aadtinually improved, taking into account
the increasing independence of the pupils.

In year 11/EF (introductory phase), a compulsorgahweek work experience in a charitable
institution @diakonisches Praktikum — supported by the evangelical social institutioms
Gelsenkirchen) enables the pupils to expand thearpersonal skills by interacting with
people at society’s fringe.

Fellow pupils, class teachers, year-counsellors amd advice-centre-team, comprising a
qualified social education worker and a woman sthmarson, provide support for a
constructive handling of interpersonal conflicuaiions (cfconsultation concep}.

From year 7 onwards we support and counsel ourlgpupi their professional and
educational orientation This is supplemented by the yearly recurriBgsmarcker
Handwerkermarkt (local Craftsmen’s Fair). Our pupils are thus ledl reach their
individually feasible qualification in any of tHeal degreesavailable in German secondary
school up to the Abitur (German equivalent to AdBv

Life School

Our school’s self-conception is that of a housddarning and for life.

The school’s unique and multiple award-winnerghitecture does not only convey a special
atmosphere, inspiring a familiar communication withe another, it also offers manifold
opportunities to responsibly experience and shaped as a living space.

In the erection stage the architects and the pupils planned our schaméissrooms jointly.
Apart from the actual classroom, additionally egeig with a gallery, every house offers a
vestibule with coat racks and lockers as well asta@gy facilities. The gallery may be used for
lessons and for recreational activities.

Every house for one year holds additional roomgiifferentiated teaching
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and staffroom(s) for thgear’s class teacherswho work together closely ageam.

During break time, the rooms remain unlocked, s the pupils of that class may stay in
their house to chat or play. Both the multifacete/s of using the rooms, and the pupils’
participation in decorating their surroundings &afteoving in, induce them to highly identify

with their class house.

The context of a day school allows time to offetuwbary recreational program©ffene
Mittagsangebote so that pupils may sensibly fill their lunch bkedany pupils participate
in musical or sports activities, while others use lunch break to eat in our cante®&fe(isa).
Others may use the library to play chess, readask wn projects. Common social learning
implies that, once a year, every class is assigméelp in the canteen for one week.

Every class is given two lessons per week in whighclass teachers accompany the pupils’
work on their weekly schedul®{ochenplanarbeit).

In-class-teaching in the lower and intermediateostlis supplemented bgxtra-curricular
school project groups which are chosen by pupils according to theitimation. These are
offered once a week for the years 6 to 8 in therafton.

Every year, aroject week is conducted for the whole school. Whereas thderus are
predetermined for some of the year groups, therstim@ay choose the topics freely.

Class trips are arranged yearly for the pupils of our schdblese trips strengthen the class-
community and serve to broaden pupils’ horizon. iiddally, there are offers to participate
in theme trips, such as the German Protestant Churc



main entrance, but also offers multifaceted linkghte neighbourhood. The upper rooms of
the Neighbourhood House are also used after stioaok.

The ground floor houses tls®cial advice-centre team which is responsible mainly for the
individual advice and support of pupils. The tedso &stablishes cooperative ties with youth
counselling institutions and other facilities inl&mkirchen.

The second floor is home to tiRarents’ Café Thanks to the dedicated commitment of the
parents, there are not only regular parents’ mgetibut also parental regulars’ tables and
topic-orientated activities, all of which are vergpular.

Apart from the Neighbourhood House, the schoolthiecture offers further facilities, such
as the canteefMensa), the library , the Oasis and theTheatre, which are open to its
partners from outside the schoolin the evenings, at the weekends or during thedhgs,
and may be used for many different purposes.

Our school has established cooperative ties witherotinstitutions in Gelsenkirchen,

participates in neighbourhood events and orgamisesarly recurring summer féte, linked to a
local craftsmen’s fair as well as tlavent bazaar, which is accompanied by the yearly
alumni meeting. The proceeds from the yeatharity-run are spent both on improving the
school’s facilities and on the school’s twinninglwzambia.

There is an open relationship with the neighbouramyirch communities. Theegular
services for every yearare held in the vicinity’s churches or in the sahitself. In addition,
the chapel is used for staff services, Muslim religious grsupr for classes in which
religious education is taught jointly.

During their work experience in a charitable ingtdn (diakonisches Praktikum) in year
11/EF, the pupils become acquainted with socidituteons of the city of Gelsenkirchen.

Finally, in the course of a school year, many of thool’s musical activities, presentations
in the field of arts and drama, or shows aboutsatiool’s twinnings flow intgerformances
andconcerts that are always open to the neighbourhood, too.

Our networking exceeds the neighbourhood. We amalmes of a national organisation for
progressive educationBlick tber den Zaun (BuZ), the northern evangelical schools’
organisation (Evangelischen Schulbund Nordl as well as the non-profit society for
comprehensive school&émeinnitzigen Gesellschaft GesamtschuleGGG).



